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Seabirds feed on variety of marine resources including zooplankton, krill, 
and epipelagic, mid-water living, and demersal fishes, and squids. Biomass 
of myctophid fish can be sometimes greater than those of epipelagic fish, but 
the former has not been believed to be a primary food resource for seabirds. 
Recently, with the development of the technique to identify prey species 
using fatty acids signatures and DNA, myctophid is known to be major prey 
in a variety of seabirds in northern (Black-legged Kittiwake, Leach’s 
Strom-Petrel) and southern hemisphere (Short-tailed Shearwaters, 
White-chinned Petrel, Chinstrap Penguin). However, how seabirds that feed 
mainly under daylight forage myctophids that show daily vertical migration 
with staying deeper than seabird foraging zone in daylight is largely 
unknown. The paper reviews the importance of myctophids as prey for 
seabirds. 
 
